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Overview
The School Card scheme provides financial assistance to eligible families to cover the cost of education expenses.

School Card Ratfe

The following table shows the proportional payment of grants the school receives for school card students who
commence school during the year. This includes students transferring from another state or country.
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Eligibility
The Department for Education administers the School Card scheme.
School card assistance is avalable fo:
« dependent students from 4 years of age receiving ful-time schooling at @ government school
« independent full-time students in years 10, 11 or 12 at a government school
« adult re-entry students undertaking subjects to complete their SACE.
To be eligble to apply for school card assistance, the applicant must:
« be liable for their child(s) or their material and services charge
« have a combined family gross income within the school card income limits (in the table below)
« have lodged their 2023-24 tax refurn and received a notice of assessment, or
« have lodged a non-lodgement advice with the ATO and/or Centrelink.
Eligibilty is not dependent on any family member receiving any Centrelink benefits or Family Tax Benefits.
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Combined gross family income for both partners, if partnered on 30 June 2024, includes al
the following:

e gross salaries, wages, and alowances from their employers

o taxable Centrelink pensions, benefits, alowances

« non-taxable or tax-exempt pensions, benefits, allowances (eg Disability Support Pension,

Carers Pension)

e gross inferest and dvidends

o benefits from the Department of Veteran’s Affairs

e Supplementary income as identified in the supplementary tax return

o fringe benefits (eg provision of a car, enfertainment expenses)

o foreign income including pensions and employment

o business or partnership income from self-employment (includes depreciation).
Combined gross family income does not include any amounts received for:

o Family Tax Benefits Parts A and B

o child maintenance payments

o the TPl component of Veterans Affairs benefits

o carer alowance.

When Applicants Are Approved

Parents, caregivers, or independent students who are approved for School Card assistance are not
required to pay the materials and services charge.

If a school's materials and services charge is greater than the school card grant amount, the difference is
a voluntary contribution where the applicant is approved The governing council can request that the gap
(between the school card grant and the materials and services charge) as a voluntary contribution
however this amount cannot be legally recovered if not pad. If the parent chooses to pay the gap the
school must keep appropriate records of discussions with them in these situations. In requesting payment
of the gap, the school must write to the parent, caregiver or independent student and confirm with them
that the amount is voluntary, and they are not legally required to make the payment.

If @ school’'s material and services charge is less than the school card grant amount, the dfference may be
applied to other school related expenses such as uniforms, camp and excursion costs.

Eligbiity for School Card does not automatically roll over each year. Persons seeking approval for school
card assistance must apply each school year.
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Who Applies for the Charge

The person who is liable for the materials and services charge, is ‘the applicant’ that must apply for
School Card. Liability for the materials and services charge is defermined as follows.
If the student:
* is not an adult (under 18) - the student’s parents are jointly and severally liable, and the parents apply
for School Card
e is an adult (18 years old or older) and a dependent of their parents - the sfudent and the parents
are jointly and severaly liable, and the parents apply for School Card
e is an adult (18 years old or older) and not a dependent (independent) — the student is liable for the
charge, and the student applies for School Card.
The parents are jointly and severally liable only when both parents have been given a compliant tax
Invoice.
If the parents are separated and both parents signed the enrolment form, the materials and services
charge invoice is in the name of both parents (with both parents’ names on the invoice). In this case,
either parent can apply for School Card.
If only one parent signs the enrolment form and the materials and services charge tax invoice is in their
name, only that parent can apply for School Card

Application Forms

School Card scheme application forms (online and printable forms) are avaiable on the
SA GOV AU website.

Each application form includes a fact sheet to assist the applicant in completing the form.

If the applicant completes the form online, the applicant and their partner (where applicable)
must enter all required information and electronically sign before they can submit their
application for assessment.

If the applicant completes the printable form, the applicant and their partner (where
applicable) must complete all required sections and sign. The School Card team will refurn
any incomplete applications to the applicant.

To apply for School Card assistance, parents, caregivers, or independent students must
select, complete, and submit the relevant application form below for assessment.
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https://www.sa.gov.au/education/schoolcard

Transferring Students

The School Card procedure is consistent with the materials and services charges instruction in relation fo the
transfer of students, which states:
« sfudents transferring from one government school to another within South Australia who have already been
charged for materials and services for that year cannot be charged again af the new school for that year
« there should be no transfer of materials and services charges between schools when a student transfers to
another government school within South Australia.
This means that:
« applicants can only be approved for School Card once per calendar year
« School Card funding for a student is not fo be transferred between schools.
However, I's expected that any materials provided to students which were included in the school’'s material and
services charges will be transferred with the student.
If a student transfers from a non-government school partway through the school year, then as stated in the
materials and services charge instruction the parents, caregivers or independent students can be invoiced for
materials and services charges for that school year and can apply for School Card assistance.
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https://edi.sa.edu.au/finance/for-schools-and-preschools/school-and-preschool-systems-and-procedures/materials-and-services-charge

